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Supplementing the report submitted by Háttér Society on March 22, 2013 please also 

consider the following case for the preparation of the annual report on hate crimes in 2012:  

Case 8 

Date, time and location of the incident: August 25, 2012, Debrecen, Hungary 

Source of information: court press releases, media reports 

Victim(s) involved: elderly gay male 

Type of the crime(s): murder 

Perpetrator(s): 24 year old male 

Brief description of incident with bias indicators: According to the perpetrator, he had been 

seeing a spread of gay personal advertisements in the media, and decided to “kill them all one 

by one”. On August 25, 2012 he set up a date with an elderly male pharmacist for the same 

day. He went to the meeting prepared to kill the victim, he took a pocket-knife and an extra set 

of clothes to change into. Soon after arriving to the victim’s apartment he killed the victim with 

20 stabs, including one in the eye. After his apprehension he talked to the police openly about 

his sympathies for Hitler, his slight dislike of Jews and his detest for Gypsies and “faggots”.   

Status of the case: Convicted on first instance, decision appealed. 

Response of local authorities: The police caught the perpetrator within 48 hours; the 

perpetrator was already planning the next murder(s) and had compiled a list of potential 

victims with phone numbers. The perpetrator confessed to the crime, also including its 

motivation. A first instance court decision was delivered on October 18, 2013: the victim was 

convicted for homicide with a base motive, planned in advance, committed with special cruelty 

(Criminal Code Article 166:2 a), c) and d), and received life imprisonment. According to the 

decision the sole motive for the killing was the perpetrator’s hatred towards homosexuals, 

which is a base motive. The decision was appealed by the defense, the appeal procedure is 

pending. 

Impact on the victim(s) and the community: The case got a good media coverage by one the 

leading internet news portals, who followed the case from the beginning and reported on each 

court hearing.   


